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Nov. 12: The Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) issued a communique demanding
that the army provide a public accounting on the final destination of all weapons confiscated from
the rebels during the 12-year civil war. According to FMLN leader Salvador Guerra, "it is essential
that all businesspersons, land owners and members of the oligarchy surrender weapons which
were confiscated [from the rebels during the war] and then sold by the armed forces." Guerra
said the army regularly granted weapons confiscated from the rebels to civilians and to members
of paramilitary squads. Guerra also accused the army of using the campaign to recover weapons
from civilians as a pretext for troops to "leave their cease fire zones and spread throughout the
country." Nov. 13: Following a split decision (three to two), the Supreme Electoral Tribunal (TSE)
released a statement confirming that the FMLN will not be eligible to receive full recognition as a
political party until 24 hours after the UN Observer Mission (ONUSAL) certifies complete rebel
demobilization. Under the current peace accord compliance timetable, FMLN demobilization is
scheduled to conclude Dec. 15. The TSE decision came in response to a request recently filed by
the Nationalist Republican Alliance (Alianza Republicana Nacionalista, ARENA). According to TSE
chief Rutilio Aguilera, the FMLN has filed all the necessary paperwork and has complied with other
legal requirements, but cannot formally be recognized as a party since the constitution bans "armed
political groups." The FMLN criticized the TSE's decision as a "sign of bad faith" by the government
and an indication of ARENA's fear of competition from the FMLN in the 1994 general elections.
The rebels presented a formal appeal to the TSE to overturn the decision, which the Tribunal must
now rule on. UN Secretary General Butros Butros Ghali formally reported to the Security Council
on the recently agreed upon timetable for compliance with the accords. According to Butros Ghali,
President Alfredo Cristiani "has accepted a commitment to implement the recommendations
contained in the Ad Hoc Commission report." Cristiani is to inform the Security Council by Nov. 29
of the timetable for carrying out armed forces purges. Butros Ghali went on to report that "assuming
those decisions are in line with the recommendations contained in the Ad Hoc Commission report,
then the FMLN must provide ONUSAL with a definitive weapons inventory and conclude the
concentration of those weapons by Nov. 30, allowing weapon destruction to commence on Dec.
1." In reference to these and other aspects of the new timetable, Butros Ghali stressed that for the
first time, explicit stipulations exist that tie compliance by one side on key provisions to compliance
with obligations by the other side. Nov. 14: During a brief visit to San Salvador, chair of the US
joint chiefs of staff Gen. Colin Powell reiterated full US support for the peace process, adding
that Washington will maintain its assistance program to the country during the crucial national
reconstruction phase. Powell, who was returning to the US after visiting Argentina, Chile and Brazil,
met with Cristiani and senior Salvadoran military officials. Powell described the Salvadoran peace
process as "a model" for other countries, adding that the cease fire has been "the most successful
in modern history." Following Powell's comments, Defense Minister Gen. Rene Emilio Ponce
declared that the visit was made as a gesture of support for the peace process. "[Powell] did not
come here to try and put a stop to coup attempts," he said, rejecting recent media reports of growing
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discontent within the military and rumors of putsch plots. Nov. 16: On the third anniversary of
the San Salvador Jesuit massacre, Jesuit provincial for Central America Jose Maria Tojeira said he
plans to formally request that President Cristiani pardon the two officers convicted in the case,
Col. Guillermo Alfredo Benavides and Lt. Yusshy Rene Mendoza. Tojeira said the Jesuits feel that
allowing Benavides and Mendoza to remain in prison "while the intellectual authors, instigators
and those who carried out the crime's coverup all remain free and relatively anonymous, would
in our opinion be equivalent to acting as accomplices in the cover up." In response, Cristiani said
the Supreme Court would have to approve the measure before he could issue a pardon for the
two officers. He added, however, that such a decision would clearly be in consonance "with the
current context of national reconciliation." President Cristiani announced that army troops would
be dispatched to coffee-growing regions around the country in order to protect plantation owners
and farm workers from attacks by criminals during the upcoming harvest. He characterized the
deployment as "dissuasive" in nature, adding that the troops "will not do anything related to the
functions of a security force." He said the deployment would commence after Dec. 15, deadline
for completion of rebel demobilization. Nov. 17: FMLN spokespersons told reporters that Jose
Arnulfo Garcia, a bodyguard of one of the FMLN commanders, was shot to death by an unknown
assailant. Garcia was shot twice in the back of the head while riding on a bus in San Salvador. The
FMLN said the killing is a continuation of right wing attempts to undermine the peace accords. In
a press release, the FMLN denounced Cristiani's decision to deploy troops for the coffee harvest as
a"provocation" and a clear violation of both the constitution and terms of the peace accords. The
statement warned that the measure could undermine the nine-month old cease fire. "Entrance by
the army or the National Police into zones of conflict which are currently patrolled by members of
the Policia Nacional Transitoria (PAT) would provoke a rupture of the cease fire...the measure is
clearly aimed at carrying out evictions against campesinos and at repressing the civilian population
as well as former rebel combatants living in the conflict zones." Under constitutional reforms
implemented as part of the peace process, the armed forces' mandate is limited to defense against
external aggression, with all matters of domestic peace and public order falling to the new National
Civilian Police (PNC). The Army can only intervene in domestic affairs when a "state of siege" or
other emergency decrees are in effect. Nov. 18: FMLN leaders confirmed rebel political and military
chiefs were holding a series of meetings to consider postponement of demobilization of another
20% of the rebel army beyond the scheduled date of Nov. 20. Rebel spokespersons said the FMLN
was extremely concerned over Cristiani's decision to deploy army troops, ostensibly to protect the
coffee harvest. Legislative Assembly vice president Ruben Zamora declared that "the constitution
clearly states that the armed forces cannot be used to carry out police functions, and therefore it
would be a violation if the President were to take such a measure." Assembly president Roberto
Angulo denied that the measure was unconstitutional. "The President is authorized to order the
troops out and then inform the Legislative Assembly of the decision." He added that "the only ones
who can say if something is constitutional or unconstitutional are the magistrates of the Supreme
Court. Any old group or institution cannot make such a determination." (Sources: Spanish news
service EFE, 11/13/92; Associated Press, 11/16/92; Notimex, 11/17/92; Agencia Centroamericana
de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 11/12-14/92, 11/16-18/92; Agence France-Presse, 11/13/92,
11/14/92, 11/16-18/92)
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